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Sector New York Sunken Obstruction Marking Guidance

This bulletin highlights the potential hazards arising from anchors, shipping containers, and other heavy debris
lost overboard from a vessel into navigable channels and adjacent waterways.

Due to heavy commercial and recreational vessel traffic and restricted waters in the Port of New York and New
Jersey, the Hudson River, and the Port of Albany, clear and unobstructed waterways are essential. Therefore, to
ensure safe navigation, masters and vessel operators are requested to immediately mark any lost anchor,
container, or other heavy debris with a buoy or beacon during the day, and a light at night, regardless of when
the physical salvage operation is scheduled to occur.

If an object such as an anchor is lost or container is knocked overboard, this becomes an obstruction that
presents an immediate navigational risk. In this situation, the master or vessel representative must take the
following actions:

o Immediately report the obstruction as a hazardous condition to the Sector New York Command Center
and Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) as required in 33 CFR § 160.216.

o If oil or hazardous material is involved, immediately report the incident to the National Response Center
at 1-800-424-8802.

Additionally, it is highly recommended that you use immediately available resources to deploy a temporary
surface marker on or directly over the obstruction before its exact location is lost. In the event the Captain of the
Port determines the obstruction is a hazard to navigation and it is not marked, the Coast Guard may mark the
obstruction under 33 CFR 64.33, with the cost of any such action being charged to the vessel owner.

Note to Marine Terminal Operators: The Coast Guard strongly encourages terminal operators to maintain basic
surface-marking equipment (e.g., high-visibility buoys and floating lines). The ability to rapidly assist vessels in
marking dropped containers protects the terminal, prevents extended berth closures, and expedites the ultimate
salvage operation.

Recent Safety Advisory: USCG Safety Alert 04-26 (Container Operations with Vessels Alongside), issued on
February 10, 2026, highlights risk of containers falling overboard. Terminals and vessels are encouraged to
review their pre-cargo planning and communication protocols to prevent container loss incidents.
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